
Casuals Conference Presentation
My interest in Almondbury Casuals history followed on 
from the university course here with Peter and Rob. Ev-
eryone else who attended was either a solid league man 
or a professional cricket watcher. I got the impression that 
my fellow students didn’t see a lot of point in friendly 
cricket. So I formulated some questions as to what might 
be the point and why, back just post second world war, 
certain guys founded a friendly cricket team.
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These are my thoughts, not in any particular order. You may be able to think of others.

Reasons for forming a friendly cricket team

(1) Was there an intention to recreate nineteenth century country house cricket? Sons of the 
wealthy upper classes played quality cricket as part of the social season. A time when Lords shut 
down for the grouse shooting.

(2) Was there a shyness, especially after the war, about pursuing sports which had a professional 
feel about them? When the desire to win prizes was associated with training, coaching and im-
proving along with a temptation to bend the rules. It was okay to be ruthless in business and in 
the boardroom but not on the sports fi eld. This also harks back to nineteenth century, rather to the 
middle classes who at that time were trying to emulate the wealthy.

(3) Were they simply trying to get back to normal after the war? Depends on what their version 
of normal was, but again, there is a sense of recreating something. A culture, ‘what we do around 
here’ with people who are ‘one of us’. A summer sports version of rugby maybe.

(4) Was it an opportunity for guys who didn’t fi t with league cricket?    
  less than gifted cricketers were able get a game
  personal and work commitments may have precluded the discipline of league  
          cricket
  older cricketers wished to prolong their careers
  junior cricketers wanted a taste of open age cricket before moving up into a club  
          second team
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It would need a post graduate thesis to answer these. My answers are therefore anecdotal, depend on the bias 
of my selection and come from a number of sources. 
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Firstly the committee minutes, faithfully recorded and stored. They are typewritten under regular headings 
you would expect such as fi nance, fi xtures, new members and so on. The language is also very formal and 
doesn’t resemble english as we speak it. I assume they were written fairly close to the action and are a fair 
summary of what actually took place.
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These are 2 booklets that celebrate Casuals’ history. Cricket in Perspective 1 appeared in 1987, edited by JB 
Netherwood and 2 came out in 2006. The information in these tends to be memories and emotions rather 
than facts - much like personal interviews. 
  
There are also some statistics which I guess cannot be disputed.

Finally The Huddersfi eld University website has been invaluable for fi lling in some of the background gaps. 
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This is the Pack Horse pub, Almondbury, On 23rd October 1951, a meeting was convened here to discuss 
the proposal “that next summer the Almondbury Casuals should become a small cricket club and should be 
put on a more organised basis.”
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Here are some of the rules laid down at that fi rst committee meeting.

Membership Rules

(4) Membership to be restricted to 25 for the time being. If . . .  it is found diffi cult to raise a side from 
this number, consideration will be given to increasing the membership to 30.

(5) For next season an invitation list will be compiled . . . people who will be asked to play in the 
event of our being unable to raise a side from members.

(6) Each side will be captained by a member of the committee (4) . . . Members must apply to the 
appointed captain for a game and should not wait to be asked to play.

(7) Every member will be given an equal opportunity to play. The committee will keep a register of 
appearances to ensure this is so.

(8) In the event of too many applications being received for a match, the committee will select a bal-
anced side bearing in mind the number of appearances of applicants and the strength of the opposi-
tion. It is pointed out that it is not the intention of the committee to seek ambitious fi xtures.  
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This is Old Aldmondburians. A grammar school pitch was booked for evening matches which were discon-
tinued in 1953
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Thurstonland was booked for Sunday home games. The Casuals stayed here for 17 years to 1969, moving to 
Shepley for the 1970 season.
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All the quotes and minutes from this era acknowledge PA Haigh as the driving force behind the founding of 
the club. There is one story about him, written by Harry Taylor, headmaster at the grammar school around 
that time. From 1952 onward Mr Taylor was keen to play and consistently put himself forward to PA for 
selection. In the early days he took his son Richard along to the matches. Richard eventually got a geme and 
became a regular Casual along with his dad. And then, in 1963, the inevitable. PA rang Harry up and simply 
asked “Is Richard in?”

 Is there any direct evidence why the Casuals were formed?

Why were the Casuals formed?

 “The basic idea was to form a team of cricket lovers . . .  Sunday was the chosen 
day, when wives, fi ancees and girl friends could all join together for a ‘happy, convivial 
and social afternoon/evening together.”  Guy Overton (Chairman1961-1964)

 “I fi rst played cricket for the Casuals in the middle fi fties. As a keen but most 
unaccomplished player, where else could one have joined a club where one was picked 
to play for availability rather than capability.” JB Netherwood (Chairman1969-76)

 “. .  .  a number of ex-service people who enjoyed enthusiastically the relaxation 
of Sunday cricket in congenial company. Play was keen but never too serious.” John 
Bell, Cricket in Perspective 1, 1987

 “The result: almost irrelevant - the Casuals probably won more games over the 
years but the hospitality and good fellowship were of prime importance.”.David Pedley 
(Chairman 1977-94) Cricket in Perspective 2, 2006.
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Is there any evidence as to how they actually played?

What was the Casuals playing style?

 “Whoever won the toss, the opposition would bat fi rst. The logic behind this being that the 
match would not be over before we could partake of the lovely tea the girls provided. Whatever 
the state of play ‘stumps’ were up at 6.50pm to enable us to the pub in time for Sunday opening at 
7.00pm.” Guy Overton (Chairman 1961-1964) Cricket in Perspective 1, 1987.

 “. . . at Windsor one remembers lobster cutlets at that gorgeous gourmet’s delight the ‘Hinds 
Head’ at Bray. The following day a lunch time session at the ‘Pineapple’ followed by the match on 
the meadow, where once or twice during the course of play, there would be an interlude whilst a 
herd of cows meandered across the meadow and ‘square’.” Guy Overton (Chairman 1961-1964) 
Cricket in Perspective 1, 1987, concerning the fi rst tours to Windsor (1958-63).

 “We were strengthened by the advent of Messers. Billy Bolt (Bradley Mills) and Jack Taylor 
(Kirkburton).” Michael Hallas (Chair 1965-68), Cricket in Perspective 1, 1987.

 “We are endebted to Billy Bolt, Alan Priestley, Jack Taylor and others whose standards are 
much above average but were happy to play with the Casuals and accept with philosophical toler-
ance the catches put down by supporting fi eldsmen.” JB Netherwood (Chairman 1969-76), Cricket 
in Perspective 1, 1987.

 “There’s a lot of money about in sport today. Proportionately speaking, the greater the stake 
the nastier the sport. Even the term amateur is now regarded with more than a little cynicism. But 
one thing is for sure; no one in his right mind would ever pay a Casual to play cricket. Perhaps 
therein lies the moral.”  John Bell, Cricket in Perspective 1, 1987.

 “The committee agreed with the suggestion from JB Netherwood that no member should be 
consistently placed very low in the batting order with the possibility of missing a ‘knock’ on several 
occasions.” Casuals’ minutes, 1959.

 “It was decided to use the winter shed for practice on the fi ve Sundays March 29th to April 
26th inclusive. The secretary was instructed to make the necessary arrangements with Mr Henshaw 
and inform members accordingly,” Casuals’ minutes, 1953.
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Bowling Qualifi cation 250 overs
    Overs    Maidens    Runs    Wickets    Economy    Average
  1. JR Taylor    630       102           1794      158           2.8             11.4           
        (6 wickets and over 9 times)
  2. WH Bolt     439          84            1386       96           3.2             14.4    
        (6 wickets and over 3 times)

Batting Qualifi cation 400 runs
              Innings     Not out      Runs      Average
  3.    WH Bolt                 44             10           1286         37.8
  18.  PA Haigh                 32              4              473         16.9
  26. JB Netherwood        111             5             1144         10.8
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These are the averages are taken from fi gures compiled by Bill Crossland, the current chairman, back in 
1999, summarising Casuals’ statistics for the previous 47 years. These are the guys from the 1950s who 
make into the Casuals all time greats.
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‘Billy’ Bolt was one of the most colourful characters on the Hudder-
sfi eld cricket scene during the fi rst half of the twentieth century and 
held the presidency of the Huddersfi eld League for 16 years after 
his playing career ended.
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This is Jack Taylor, taken from the Old Almondburians chapter of the university website. He taught at King 
James and came out of retirement when Old Almondburians were formed in 1976. He captained the side 
during a successful spell in the early 1980s and was the highest Huddersfi eld Central League Premier Divi-
sion wicker taker in 1985.
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What is the evidence for the Casuals being part of the social calendar?

Casuals Social Scene

 “The AGM and dinner at the Borough Club (town centre gentleman’s club) can rightly 
be claimed as the most distinguished and sophisticated event in the Huddersfi eld social calen-
dar, with the Mayor’s ball coming a close second.” Anon, Cricket in Perspective 1, 1987.

 “The men’s dinner, held at Woodsome (GC) these days rather than The Borough Club  
remains high on the list of dinners which one must attend”. David Pedley (Chairman 1977-94), 
Cricket in Perspective 2, 2006.

 “The AGM and dinner at the Borough Club (town centre gentleman’s club) can rightly 
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Some provisional conclusions

(1) We might be forgiven for thinking that the team was a group of amiable duffers supported by a formal 
committee who tried to construct an exclusive membership. In other words, providing facilities for a group 
of pals to get back to normal after the war. The emphasis was on turning out for the fun of it and being good 
at cricket was not a requirement. ‘Being one of us’ may however have been a requirement in order to receive 
an invitation to join. I suspect if we trawled through the new friendly teams formed after the war, we would 
fi nd a few other Casuals, for instance The Druids who came out of Harrogate RUFC around that time.

(2) The mention of golf clubs, annual dinners, gentlemen’s clubs and touring to Windsor suggests a cer-
tain social standing and income was prevelant in the membership. The annual dinner seems to be on some 
peoples’ calendar, but I doubt the Casuals ever aspired to grand country house cricket.

(3) Some might say that creating a gentleman’s cricket club where the members were not cricketers was not 
nearly taking the game seriously enough. Some might even say it takes the mickey. Others might say this 
was a smokescreen behind which there was a serious intent if not always the talent. Anyone watching tthe 
Casuals would have recognised a formal game of cricket - whites, umpires, rules. Winter nets were provided. 
League cricketers Billy Bolt, Jack Taylor and in 1968, Alan Priestley from Shepley, joined and stiffened the 
team and they were full members, not ringers. I have no evidence that the requirement to be ‘one of us’ was 
dropped when handing out invitations to decent cricketers, but it wouldn’t have been a surprise. 
 Similarly weaker cricketers may have been put down the batting order, suggesting that some captains/
match managers were not on message and were interested in the result rather than just playing for fun.

(4) There was room for everybody. I suspect once the reality of getting a full side out every week set in, if 
anyone expressed an interest, an invitation would soon follow from the committee. Non cricketers, ex-league 
men, youths and the regular guys who could play if they made an effort would have been the usual mix.


